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MR. CASTORINA: Today is November 2nd, 
2001. The time now is 0625 hours. I'm Ron 
Castorina, New York City Fire Department, at 
Battalion 31 conducting an interview. With 
me is -- 

MR. DUN: Richard Dun, New York City 
Fire Department. 

MR. CASTORINA: And your name, sir? 

PARAMEDIC SUAREZ: Edgard Suarez. 

MR. CASTORINA: What is your rank and 
title? 

PARAMEDIC SUAREZ: Paramedic. 

MR. CASTORINA: Paramedic? Where are 
you assigned to? 

PARAMEDIC SUAREZ: Battalion 31. 

Q. On September 11th, 2001, what were you 


assigned to that day? 


A. Yes, I was. 
Q. What unit were you assigned to? 
A. I was working 31 Victor Tour 2. 


Q. Can you tell me on that day the events 
that took place that you remember? 
A. I stayed for a double tour, and about 


8:30 or 8:35 we were assigned to the World Trade 


E. SUAREZ 


Center. When we got there -- 
Q. Who were you working with that day? 
A. I was working with Paramedic 
Cherrington, Andre Cherrington. 
Q. Andre Cherrington? 
A. Yes. 

We crossed the Brooklyn Bridge, and we 
arrived at Broadway between Fulton and Cortlandt 
Street. We were sitting right in front of the 
Millennium Hotel. 

Q. At that point the first plane had hit? 

A. That was right after the first plane 
had hit. 

Q. After the first plane had hit? 

A. Yeah. We hadn't seen the second 
building on fire. 

We were triaging in that area. There 
were many people requesting ALS, so we were 
triaging people, people having chest pains. 

Q. This was in front of the Millennium 
Hotel? 
A. Right in front of the Millennium Hotel. 

People were coming to us with 


lacerations, bleeding all over. We were trying 
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to do our best. There was two firefighters 
brought this guy with about 85 to 90 percent 
burns, major burns, first degree and third degree 
burns. So we started taking care of this guy. 

We started an IV on him. 

There was a female lieutenant that 
wanted us to stay to take more patient with us. 
This guy was in such severe respiratory distress. 

Q. You had him on your ambulance? You 
were getting ready to transport him? 

A. Yeah, he was on board. He was ready to 
transport. So we decided to start moving. We 
were about one block away when the first building 
collapsed. People were running toward us, 
banging the ambulance, "Open the ambulance." We 
just couldn't do it. 

Q. Were you able to get out of there and 
take the patient? 

A. Yeah, we got out of there. We were 
pretty lucky. 

Q. What hospital did you go to? 

A. We went to New York Cornell Burn 
Center. 


Q. Then when you were done with the 
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patient, did you return back to the scene? 

A. Yeah, we went back. We were assigned 
to the West Side Highway where they had -- 

Q. At that point when you went back, had 
the second building collapsed or first building 
collapsed? 

A. Yeah, the second building. 

Q. Both buildings were collapsed already? 

A. Yeah, we were listening to the news 
when the second building collapsed. 

Q. You went back there to triage? 

A. Yeah, actually we were sitting on the 
West Side Highway when we hear that there was 
like a gas leak. There was so much panic, 
everybody running. We were a couple feet away 
from the ambulance. So we actually left the 
ambulance behind. When we came back after 
everything settled down, I guess it was. 

Q. In was what, the second time when you 
came back, you're talking about, the gas leak? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were down by where? 

A. That was the West Side Highway. 


Q. And where; do you remember? 
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A. West Side and about Murray Street. 


Q. Murray Street and the West Side 


Highway? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There was a triage area there that was 
set up? 


A. Yeah. Actually there was like a 
staging area. There was many ambulance, many PD 
cars. We were there waiting for hopefully going 
to help somebody. When the news came that it was 
a gas leak, everybody started running. 

Q. Everybody left their vehicles and left? 

A. Yes, we actually left our vehicle 
behind. When we came back for it, it was gone. 

Q. What happened? 

A. We just couldn't find it. Somebody 
took it away or -- I don't know. 

Then we went to -- 

Q. You had left the keys in the ambulance 
because of the staging area? 

A. Yes. I have the extra key, and the 
other key was in the ignition. My partner was 
driving, so he left his key. 


Q. Was the vehicle ever found later on? 
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A. Yes, the vehicle showed up. 

Q. Somebody must have just pulled it out 
of the area? 

A. Yes. We saw it later that day like 
seven, eight hours after. They had it at the 
morgue moving bodies. 

That's about it. 
Q. Okay. Anything you want to add? 
A. No. 


MR. CASTORINA: The time now is 0627 


hours. This concludes the interview. Thank 


you. 


